CONGRATULATIONS!

You have been selected to join one of the Navy's finest operational commands anywhere in the world: Diego Garcia, British Indian Ocean Territory (B.I.0.T.).  If you're looking for professional challenge, a close-knit team, unbelievable recreational facilities and exquisite natural beauty, then you are coming to the perfect place!

This guide will serve as your introduction to Diego Garcia: It will help you in your preparation, travel, and check-in processes. It's designed to give you an overview of specific items and information to make your transition and stay here safe and worry-free.  I encourage you to read it carefully.

If you are coming aboard on PCS orders, you will be assigned a sponsor who will be able to provide you specific answers to questions you may have concerning your arrival and subsequent tour on "The Footprint of Freedom", Be sure to establish contact with your sponsor once you receive this package.

Diego Garcia is continuously experiencing rapid growth and change.  New facilities are always being established to meet both your professional and personal needs.  Living and working conditions are outstanding, and we all work hard to keep them that way.  Recreational opportunities are numerous and we are constantly expanding facilities to make life more comfortable.

On behalf of everyone on Diego Garcia, I hope you have a safe and pleasant journey to the island.  We are looking forward to having you as part of our team.

COMMANDING OFFICER

U.S. Navy Support Facility, Diego Garcia

British Indian Ocean Territory

BRITISH INDIAN OCEAN TERRITORY

Diego Garcia --A British Territory

As a British Territory, all civilian and military personnel residing on the island come under B.I.O. T .law and administration.  These laws often differ from those in the USA, so attending Island Indoctrination to find out more is very worthwhile.

Although it is a British Territory, there are fewer than 50 British personnel (or Brits as they are commonly known) on the island.  The majority of these people form Naval Party 1002, (NP1002). Split between Royal Navy and Royal Marine personnel, the Naval party forms the civil administration on Diego Garcia.  Its members are tasked with either policing the locality or carrying out the duties of Port or Airport Customs Officers.  In addition, the Royal Marines form a detachment, which provides security for Diego Garcia and the outer islands.

The figurehead for the B.I.O.T. Administration, and the CO of NP 1002, is a Royal Navy Commander.  As the British Representative (Brit Rep), he represents the British Foreign Office for this territory.  To that end, he fulfills a number of functions, which include his positions as the Magistrate, Coroner, and Register of Marriages.

Further, the Brit Rep and his team take a great deal of interest in conservation issues.  Diego Garcia and the other islands within B.I.O.T .are largely unspoiled and it is important they remain so.  On Diego Garcia the old East Point Plantation area remains completely untouched since the days of the early copra plantation.  Development and construction are not permitted in this area and so it serves as a beautiful retreat on days off.  Please remember that entrance to the plantation is restricted and that a pass must be obtained from the B.I.O.T. Police Station.

The British wish you an enjoyable stay on Diego Garcia.  On your arrival, please familiarize yourself with the B.I.O.T. rules and regulations and try to preserve the island as the tropical paradise that it is.

BRITISH REPRESENTATIVE

Diego Garcia

British Indian Ocean Territory
THE BRITISH INDIAN OCEAN TERRITORY (BIOT)

Geography and History

The Chagos Islands, of which the largest is Diego Garcia, consist of some 50 small sand cays situated on a large shoal area, the Great Chagos Bank, the whole covering some 22,000 square miles of the Indian Ocean.  The islands are remote, with Diego Garcia 1,150 miles from Seychelles and 1,400 miles from Mauritius.

It is believed the great Portuguese navigators of the l6th Century first discovered them.  The islands remained uninhabited until the l8th Century when the French established copra plantations with the aid of slave labor.  During the Napoleonic wars, Britain captured Mauritius from the French in l810 and under the terms of the Treaty of Paris in l8l4: Mauritius became a British Colony along with many of the Indian Ocean islands controlled by the French, including the Chagos Islands.

When France ceded Mauritius and the other Indian Ocean islands to Britain in 1814, it was decided to retain the arrangement whereby the islands were administered as Lesser Dependencies of Mauritius.  Since then there have been several administrative rearrangements, the most notable being the detachment of Seychelles in 1903 to form a separate colony.  The position of the Chagos Islands remained unchanged until 1965 when the islands were detached from Mauritius with the full agreement of the Mauritius Council of Ministers to form part of the British Indian Ocean Territory {BIOT).  Certain islands from the Seychelles group were also incorporated into BIOT but these were ceded to Seychelles on independence in 1976.  In 1966, under a published Exchange of Notes with the US Government, BIOT was made available for the defense purposes of the US and UK in the first instance for 50 years.  In the following year the Crown purchased the islands and bought out the plantation owners.  The plantations were continued by a company acting as agents for the BIOT Administration on the understanding they would have to close if any of the islands were required for defense purposes.  There was therefore no question of the company being unaware of the plantations uncertain future. After Mauritius became independent in 1968, BIOT was administered from Seychelles until that country's independence in 1976.  The Territory has since been administered from London, under a Commissioner who is a senior official in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office responsible to the Secretary of State and Commonwealth Affairs.

The Economy

During the 19th Century, the islands passed into private ownership and copra plantations were established on most of the larger islands.  The economy of the islands depended solely on the production of copra and its by-product, coconut oil. The oil was sent to Mauritius where it found a ready market until after the Second World War when it met increasingly keen competition from higher quality vegetable oils imported from elsewhere.  The plantations went into a gradual decline, the plantation owners being reluctant or unable to inject fresh capital to modernize production and improve quality.  It also proved increasingly difficult to recruit laborers as the plantation work was monotonous and not well paid, while social amenities on the islands were extremely limited.  The remoteness of the islands and the difficulties of communication precluded diversification into other commercial activities.  By 1958, the various Mauritius companies exploiting the plantations were heavily in debt and were experiencing difficulty in obtaining further credit.  In 1962, they sold out to a Seychelles company, which carried on until the plantations closed.

The People

The first plantation workers were slaves brought mainly from Madagascar or the African mainland.  Following the abolition of the slave trade and. the emancipation of slaves in Mauritius, legislation was enacted in 1838 requiring contracts of service for workers throughout Mauritius and its Lesser Dependencies.  Contracts for the plantation workers ran for a stipulated period and had to be witnessed by a Mauritius Magistrate.  Because of the extremely infrequent visits by Magistrates from Mauritius, workers tended to remain in employment without their contracts being renewed, and oral contracts became acceptable.  In the course of time, some workers remained in the islands rather than returning to Mauritius, and had children who also stayed.  Thus, there came about some families known as the 'Ilois' who had been an the islands, mainly Diego Garcia, for two or three generations.  They had no legal right to remain on the islands, which were in private ownership, and they themselves owned no property.  They depended entirely on the plantation owners for their livelihood

Conditions of the islands varied greatly according to the calibre of the local plantation managers, who, far from the authorities on Mauritius, had complete control over all aspects of island life.  The plantation owner provided the workers with accommodation and a company shop where simple items could be purchased.  In addition to their wages of about 2 pounds of – 6 pounds a month, the workers were provided with free firewood and rations, including meat when available.  A small dispensary with attendants possessed of basic nursing skills was provided, and about once a year a qualified doctor would visit from Mauritius by ship.

Plantation Closures

In 1971 the plantation on Diego Garcia was closed following a decision to establish the US Navy Support Facility, as envisaged at the time of the 1966 Exchange of Notes with the US.  The workers were given the choice of returning to Mauritius and Seychelles or going to other plantations in the BIOT.  During the next two years, these plantations were closed, as it proved impossible to assure their commercial future in view of the islands' possible use for defense purposes.  Most of the workers returned to Mauritius.  The company operating the plantation for the BIOT Administration, which had been responsible for the movement of the workers from one plantation to another as the demand for labor, fluctuated, made arrangements for them to .be transferred.  It is possible that a few on leave in Mauritius did not have their contracts renewed and were paid off.  The total number resettled in Mauritius over the years came to about 1,200

BRITISH INDIAN OCEAN TERRITORY

Area


Land area about 54.4 sq km (21 square miles).

Population
No resident population, but United States and British military personnel numbered about 1,600 and civilian contractor personnel about 3,000 in 1985.

Language

English

Commissioner

Mr. Richard Edis (non-resident)

Currency

Sterling

Important Dates          1814   Chagos Islands, as dependency of Mauritius, ceded to Britain by France. Administered from Mauritius, as previously under France, though little contact between the two territories.

1965
British Indian Ocean Territory formed comprising four groups of islands; the Chagos Archipelago, formerly administered by Mauritius, and the Aldabra, Farquhar and Desroches groups, formerly administered by the Seychelles.
1966
Exchange of Notes between the British and United States Governments provided that the islands of the Territory would be available, for an initial period of 53 years, for the defense use of either.  The agreement also provided an administrative framework under which the two governments would consult together and apportion the costs of the defense facilities constructed.

1970
The British and United States Governments announced that construction of a United States naval communications facility on Diego Garcia in the Chagos Archipelago would begin in 1971.  Construction would be carried out by the United States while Britain would assist in manning the facility.  The agreement was formalized by an Exchange of Notes in 1972.

* When establishing the Territory, Britain agreed that the Chagos Archipelago would be ceded to Mauritius when it was no longer needed for defense purposes.

1974
Agreed that support services for the military should be expanded.  This agreement was formalized in 1976.

1976
The islands of Aldabra, Farquhar and Desroches ceded to Seychelles when it became independent.

1980
Following consultation with Britain, in accordance with the 1976 Exchange of Notes, the United States announced plans to expand the facilities on Diego Garcia.

1982
Britain agreed to make ex gratia payment of pounds 4 million for the resettlement of the Ilois people who had previously worked as contact employees on copra plantations which had been run down following the decision to make the Islands available for defense purposes.  The majority of the Ilois settled in Mauritius and the pounds 4 million is being administered for the benefit of the Ilois community by a Mauritius trust fund. The Mauritius Government made available to the Ilois land to the value of pounds 1 million.

Transportation and Routing

Well in advance of your departure for Diego Garcia, you should check your routing with your servicing Navy Passenger Transportation Office (NAVPTO) or Travel Office.  To ensure you do not receive overpayment of advance travel allowances, and to prevent spending your own money without reimbursement, you should discuss your travel entitlement with the personnel working on your transportation requirements.  These verifications should be done even if you already have AMC, MTA, GTR or airline tickets in your possession.

Should you choose to take a route other than the most cost-effective government route in order to take leave, you will shoulder the travel cost difference (if any) without reimbursement.  Proper routing is explained in the Routing Guide to International Air Travel.  Your servicing Transportation Officer has a copy.  Your option to travel via alternate routing is described in Chapter II, NAVMILPERSCOMINST 4650.2 (Navy Passenger Transportation Manual) on page 2-C-6, para 2330.

Travel

Your arrival on Diego Garcia will be by Air Mobility Command (AMC) aircraft or government contracted commercial jet.

It cannot be emphasized enough that you should have a minimum of $400.00 in your possession whether flying in from the east or west coast to defray any possible layover expenses. Most of these expenses are reimbursable, but only after your arrival on the island.  Remember to retain ALL of your ticket and loading receipts.

Do not expect to be able to draw special pay while en route to Diego Garcia.

East Coast Flight

Diego Garcia is served by contracted commercial aircraft originating from Norfolk Naval Air Station and Philadelphia International Airport.  There will be several refueling stops.  Because these stops may at times be in countries where our presence is internationally sensitive, your personal conduct is of vital importance to your country and yourself.  The most important part of your mission as a military traveler, a U.S. government representative, and a U.S. citizen is being an "Ambassador of Good Will".  Your awareness that you are a guest in another country must remain foremost in your mind and be reflected in your personal conduct.  All personnel flying from Norfolk/Philadelphia are required to wear civilian clothing.  Casual clothing is authorized but must present a neat, well- groomed appearance.

West Coast Flight
AMC and military charter flights originate in Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) with possible layovers in Alaska, Japan and Singapore.  When you arrive at LAX, report to AMC terminal 3.  The USO is located in the Tom Bradley International Terminal. Casual clothing is authorized but must present a neat, well-groomed appearance.

NOTE: Flights from Singapore to Diego Garcia originate at Paya Lebar International Airport.  Personnel arriving at Changi International Airport need to take a cab to Pay Lebar Airport after clearing immigration.  The fare is approximately $12 and money exchange is available in the airport.  Tell the cab driver to take you to the AMC terminal, which will be seen on the right side of the road prior to reaching the main terminal.

EAST/WEST COAST NOTES

No clothing, hats or belt buckles with slogans or insignia, which may draw attention to your status as an American citizen/military member, may be worn.  This is required for both your personal safety and in recognition of the sensitivities of any host country where your flight might refuel.  Profanity, maliciousness, and any negative behavior, which may bring discredit, are prohibited.  Also, it is vitally important that all passengers be available for all boarding times --use of international airport paging systems to locate stragglers can bring unnecessary attention to our presence.

If you must remain overnight while travelling from the west or east coast, you will be requaired to personally pay for your own hotel accomodations and transportation to and from the airport.  Ensure that you have sufficient funds (at least $250) to pay for food, lodging, and taxi fares.  These expenses are reimbursable while you're on funded orders -- so save your receipts.  Current Joint Service Regulations do not allow blanket payments for accommodations of passengers travelling aboard military aircraft on normal channel missions.

Passports

If you contemplate taking leave overseas during your tour on Diego Garcia, you should know that a passport is required to visit all Pacific and Asian nations except for Japan and Korea while you are on a leave status.  You should make every effort to obtain a passport prior to leaving CONUS.  Check with your PSD for assistance.  If you do not have time to apply for a passport before leaving, you may apply for one here.  You will need an original birth certificate with a raised seal.

Customs
As in all foreign countries, everyone arriving on Diego Garcia is subject to customs and immigration controls.  A strict control is maintained on the importation of all drugs and related items, weapons of all descriptions, and obscene publications.  Severe penalties are awarded for the violation of British customs laws.

You must have in your possession: Orders and an updated immunization card when travelling through all intermediate points en route to the island.  A passport is not required for military personnel travelling on PCS orders.

In addition to an extensive customs search at your port of departure, you and your baggage are subject to search by Diego Garcia customs officials.  In general, weapons such as knives, spear guns, firearms or explosives are not allowed on the island.  Those knives required on the job such as sheath knives and marlinespikes for Boatswain's Mates are authorized, but may only be carried on your person and worn or used in your workspace, you will declare these when you arrive.  Any other knife that violates the current 3-inch maximum length (this includes the full blade, not just the sharpened edge) will be confiscated.

We recommend that you carry all items of value on your person when travelling. To be on the safe side, it is recommended that you bring only those items required to do your job.  If you have any questions, contact you sponsor.  As a matter of routine, all pills (including aspirin) will be confiscated.  You should identify all medicines to ensure their return.

In accordance with current regulations, no type of attire with degrading or obscene comments may be worn on, or brought to Diego Garcia.  This includes pictures, phrases or slogans depicting drug paraphernalia, anti-war slogans, ethnic slurs or having sexual connotations.  Publications, which depict biker/hippie culture of mercenary magazines, will be confiscated, as will all obscene publications including pornographic videos.  All videotapes brought into Diego Garcia will be retained by British Customs for screening.  Tapes will be returned within 10 days.  Prohibited material will be burned by British Customs.

General Items of Interest

Health Services -The island dispensary is designed and staffed to meet the needs of all island residents and fleet personnel with the equipment necessary to meet almost any emergency need.  The facility includes an operating room, ward space, two treatment areas for emergent cases, sick call, and a dental laboratory .

Personnel transferring to Diego Garcia should attend to any medical or dental problems, which require surgical treatment prior to departing their last duty station.  Also, if you have an ongoing or special medical/dental condition, you must have a special clearance from the appropriate specialist before you transfer.
If a medical emergency condition develops which the Health Services Department is incapable of handling, either because of equipment or manning, the patient will be air evacuated to Singapore.

Eye Care and Eye Wear -Though general eye care is available, prescriptions cannot be written or filled on the island.  Contact lens wearers should bring an extra pair of lenses AND a pair of glasses.  If you wear glasses be sure to bring two pairs.  Glasses may be ordered through the Health Services Department, but this is a slow process.  If you do not wear corrective lenses, it is still advisable to bring sunglasses designed to block ultra-violet rays.

Mail Service -Diego Garcia's Fleet Post Office offers all services normally received at any Military Post Office with the exception of Express Mail services.

Mail service between Diego Garcia and the U.S. is good despite the long distance. Average transit time for letter mail is 6 to 10 days.  Mail from foreign countries will usually take longer depending upon the efficiency of foreign postal systems.

All stateside mail comes from the West Coast and arrives on AMC and charter flights from Singapore.  All parcel mail is subject to random inspections by British authorities.

With a daily average mail flow of 9,000 pounds, Diego Garcia's post office serves as Fleet Mail Center for all military and civilian personnel on the island, as well as units of the forward-deployed battle groups operating in the Indian Ocean and North Arabian Sea.

Telephone Exchange -International telephone services are available from pay phones at the Cable and Wireless Office ( a British limited telephone company), the Seaman's Club, Central Billeting, BOQ #7, and the Galley.

Pre-pay phone cards are available for $10, $20, $50 and $100 and give the following time increments: 6.4, 13.2, 33.2 and 66.4 minutes respectively.  Phone rates off the island are $1.50 per minute.

Galley -Diego Garcia's galley is a modern facility which seats 350 people.  A wide variety of food choices is offered during each meal, including a special "fast food" line which serves burgers, hot dogs, french fries, and a complete salad bar.  Weekly menus highlight the healthy food choices for each meal.

Clubs and Restaurants -There are plenty of facilities throughout the island which offer reasonably priced meals, bar/lounge areas, pool tables, movies, dancing and music.

Education Services –Many opportunities to improve yourself personally and professionally are available to you while stationed on Diego Garcia.

The Education Services Officer wilt assist you in getting your previous transcripts and past education records, and can get you started in any program you desire.

Central Texas College classes is also offered on the island.  Most personnel are eligible for reimbursement of up to 75 percent of tuition.

Banking Facilities -The Navy Federal Credit Union (NFCU) operates a small branch office on Diego Garcia.  All active duty Navy and Marine Corps personnel are eligible for membership.  Aside from being a non-cash facility, DG's NFCU outlet offers all the same services as any outlet in the states.  There are no Automatic Teller Machines (ATM's) on the island.

Credit cards are not accepted anywhere on the island.

Merchant’s National Bank is the island’s cash outlet.  The bank will cash checks up to $500 (with a $1 fee for all non-members).  Base clubs will also cash checks for up to $50, the Chief Petty Officer’s Club will cash checks up to $100.

Stores –Diego Garcia has a Ship’s store.  Some supplies and selections are limited.  The store carries copies of combined Navy Exchange catalog and orders may be placed through the store.

Island Transportation
Driving Regulations: Driving on the roads of Diego Garcia is done in government vehicles only.  There are no POVs.  All driving is done on the right side of the roadway. Caution is stressed because of frequent rain showers and coral sand on the roads.  All persons must possess a current driver's license to operate a sedan or pick-up truck under 10,000 lbs. gross.  Local or government driver's licenses are available through the Public Works department.  Bring your stateside license when applying for your government license so the expiration date can be verified.  If your license is out of date, no matter what your home state's policy on extensions, you will not be allowed to drive until you are issued a Government license.  These regulations apply to all personnel.

Buses: Round trip service is available between downtown and the passenger air terminal daily.  Departures are scheduled every 15 minutes from 0430-1900 and every 30 minutes from 1900-2400 seven days a week.

Taxis: Operating 24 hours daily, services are limited to pick-up and drop-off locations more than 300 yards from established bus routes, and for all transportation needs when buses are not running.  Taxis are for official use only.

Time -Diego Garcia is on year-round daylight savings time, placing the island on FOXTROT Time (zero plus six).  From October to April- -when it is 1800 local, it is 0700 in Washington, DC; 0600 in Gulfport, MS; 0500 in Denver, CO; and 0400 in Seattle, WA.  From April to October the time is advanced by one hour.

General Information
We are all guests of the United Kingdom on Diego Garcia.  As part of the B.I.O.T., the island is under British sovereignty.  The Brit Rep is responsible for the enforcement of B.I.O.T. laws, customs and immigration ordinances. B.I.O.T. police have primary jurisdiction on Diego Garcia and all orders given by them must be obeyed.  They have the authority to arrest U.S. service personnel for alleged violations of British laws. Should an American service member be arrested by B.I.0.T. police, U.S. Security Police personnel will be notified.  Some offenses are dealt with in the British Magistrates Court. Naval Party 1002 also has a detachment of Royal Marines as a B.I.O.T. security party.  In addition to their law enforcement duties, NP 1002 personnel are here to assist you in having a trouble-free and enjoyable stay.

Contrary to popular belief, duty at Diego Garcia does not earn double sea duty credit.  Regular sea duty credit for rotation is earned, but not sea pay.  Duty aboard Diego Garcia however, according to U.S. Navy Transfer Manual (Chapter 4.09), guarantees follow-on duty orders to your last homeport, or east/west coast --IF A BILLET IS AVAILABLE.  In this period of "right sizing", detailer promises for follow-on orders are not valid.

You may wish to establish your follow-on assignment with you detailer well in advance via letter.  Considering the time zone difference between the Indian Ocean and Washington, DC, and the volume of communications. DSN calls are often difficult.

Berthing -Personal living conditions on the island are excellent.  Personnel are normally assigned permanent rooms upon arrival.  E-6 and below are assigned two to a room and E-7 and above have private quarters.  Upon check-in all E-7 and above are required to pay a $25.00 deposit fee, and all E-6 and below are required to pay a $12.50 deposit fee. Based upon satisfactory inspection of the room the deposit will be reimbursed.

Religious Support -The Chapel in the Palms complex is centrally located in the downtown area within walking distance of both the enlisted and officer quarters.  The Chapel is a comfortable and attractive worship center and seats 130 people.  A full range of Roman Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish worship services and religious enrichment programs are offered by the two assigned chaplains and volunteer lay readers.

Island Library -Located in the Chapel Annex, the island library has two full-time civilian librarians on staff.  With over 5,000 volumes and current periodicals to choose from, the library is well-stocked and open seven days a week.

Red Cross -Also located in the Chapel Annex, the American Red Cross office on Diego Garcia is run by a full-time station manager and volunteer assistants.  Services include emergency loans and receipt and transmission of emergency health and welfare messages.

Before leaving for the island, be sure your family knows your mailing address (including your rate/rank, social security number and the full name of your command/detachment to which you are reporting) and the telephone number of the Red Cross office nearest to them.

Diego Garcia Geography and Wildlife
The island is 436 miles south of the equator.  The annual mean temperature is 83 degrees with lows in the 70' s and highs in the 90' s.  Rainfall averages 104 inches per year with the heaviest rains occurring from December through February.  Humidity averages 80 percent year round.  Though temperatures and humidity are both high, tropical breezes usually help keep the climate pleasant.

Diego Garcia is a living coral atoll, the coral reefs and island are made up of trillions of living organisms.  Once an ancient volcano, all that is left is the atoll surrounding a central lagoon.  Thanks to its tropical location and heavy rainfall, the island is heavily vegetated with coconut palm and ironwood trees.

From the air, Diego Garcia takes on the rough outline of a footprint on the ocean surface -- thus its nickname "Footprint of Freedom".  The island stretches 15 miles, north to south, and about 35 miles from tip to tip of its horseshoe shape.  The interior lagoon is 13 miles in length and 6.5 miles at its widest point.  The island has an area of 6,720 acres (roughly 10.5 square miles) with an average natural elevation of four feet above sea level. Lagoon depths vary from 60 to l00 feet with coral heads in all areas.  Shallow reefs surround the island on the ocean side and are scattered inside the lagoon.  As you might suspect, the waters surrounding Diego Garcia are home to a vast variety of sea life (over 700 species have been recorded so far).  Some of the world's finest fishing is at our doorstep.

Wildlife on the island consists mainly of coconut, land and warrior crabs; coconut rats; small lizards and geckos; a variety of tropical birds and many insects.

We also share the island with a large number of feral cats and wild" jungle fowl".  There is also a substantial number of feral donkeys in the restricted part of the island.  Our British hosts and those Americans who have come before you have made every effort to maintain the ecological integrity of Diego Garcia.  As a result --other than swimming fish --all life forms, including live shellfish, are protected by British law. Violators may be taken before the British court.  Harassing: a crab or harming a single feather on the head of jungle fowl, for example, can net the perpetrator a healthy fine.
Host Command and Tenant Activities

Navy Support Facility -U.S. Navy Support Facility, Diego Garcia is the host command on the island.  As such, it is tasked with maintaining and operating facilities for the provision of services and materials in support of personnel in afloat units of operating forces on forward deployment to the Indian Ocean and to tenant shore activities such as: water, surface and air freight, flight operations, berthing, dining, and recreational facilities, while being capable of performing other tasking as directed by higher authority NAVSUPPFAC, or NSF as it is commonly called, plays a vital role in support of fleet units operating in the Indian Ocean.

Naval Computer and Telecommunications Station -The oldest Navy command on Diego Garcia, NCTS is tasked with providing communication services and support to forward deployed fleet units and island commands.

U.S. Navy Maritime Prepositioning Ships, Squadron Two -A logistic arm of our nation's Rapid Deployment Force.  On COMPSRON TWO's 19 ships, there are enough supplies and equipment to support 16,500 troops for 30 days.

Military Sealift Command Unit -Tasked with supporting COMPSRON TWO ships on forward deployment to the island.

Meteorology and Oceanography Detachment -Provides meteorological and oceanographic data to all flight units and ships bound to or from Diego Garcia.

Naval Media Center Detachment -Diego Garcia's Armed Forces Radio and Television Service outlet, NMC provides AM/FM radio and television information and entertainment programming.

Detachment 1,630th AMSS, (AMC) -Provides passenger and cargo air movement supporting Diego Garcia and Indian Ocean Operations.

U.S. Navy Personnel Support Detachment Activity -Provides one-stop personnel and pay support for all island commands.

Patrol Squadron -Deploying on six-month increments, VP Squadrons deployed to the island provide anti-submarine and surveillance support to forward deployed battle groups.

Patrol Wing One Detachment -Provides operational support for P-3 Orion aircraft flying ASW and reconnaissance missions over the Indian Ocean.

Detachment 4, 18th Space Surveillance Squadron –An Air Force Space Command unit that is dedicated to deep space surveillance using the Ground-based Electro-Optical Deep-Space Surveillance System (GEODSS).

Detachment 8, 750 Space Group -One of nine remote tracking stations comprising the Air Force Satellite Control Network (AFSCN).  Provides for the telemetry, tracking and command of DOD satellites

Defense Mapping Agency -Maintains a small tracking station on the island to track navigational satellites for geodetic survey purposes.

Base Operating Support Contractor -A civilian firm tasked with providing base operation support services for the island.

Things to do before you PCS to Diego Garcia

1.  Sign up for Direct Deposit (banking facilities are limited).  See your local Disbursing Office.

2.  Take care of all medical and dental problems.  This should be completed during your overseas screening.

3.  Purchase uniform items needed for one year.  The ship's store has limited items and quantities.

4.  Change your mailing address on all bills, magazines, catalogs, etc.  Notify your creditors that you' re being transferred to an isolated duty station and mail is sometimes delayed.

5.  Ensure all your financial affairs are in order.

6.  (a) Set up temporary guardianship for minor dependents, if necessary .

(b) Provide a Power of Attorney to your attorney-in-fact for items such as house, automobile, personal property, taxes, litigation, etc.

(c) Ensure you have a current and valid will. (See your Legal Assistance Officer).

7.  Make sure you have a valid driver's license that will cover your entire tour on Diego Garcia.

8.  Register to vote or request an Absentee Ballot from your local elections official.

9.  Write your sponsor.  Let them know your travel arrangements, what your flight schedule is, when you'll be arriving, and whether you're travelling from the east coast or west coast.

10.  Ensure your relatives know how to contact a local Red Cross Office in case of an emergency. Provide them with your social security number, rank, rate, and name of the command.

11.  If you have dependents, bring a copy of your current rental agreement to submit to PSD upon your arrival, or your VHA will stop.

12.  Obtain a passport if you intend to do any recreational travelling.  See your local PSD.

13.  If your dependents are residing in the vicinity of your Permanent Duty Station (PDS) at the time your orders to Diego Garcia are issued, you may receive station allowances for the old PDS provided: authorization is granted by the secretary concerned or the designated representative and your dependents continue to reside in the vicinity of the old PDS for the entire period the allowances are claimed.  This must be completed before detaching for Diego Garcia.

14.  REMEMBER! Keep your sponsor informed of any changes or problems you should encounter.

Items to Bring

Uniforms

MALE/FEMALE Officers

Summer Whites







Summer Khaki







Working Khaki







Dinner Dress







Dress Blues







Dress Whites







Gulf Rig

Chief Petty Officers


Summer Whites







Summer Khaki







Working Khaki







Dinner Dress







Dress Whites

Enlisted (E-6 and Below)

Dress Whites







Summer Whites







Tropical Whites







Dungarees







Tropical Dungarees

(The prescribed uniform for E-7 and above is Summer Khaki.  Dungarees and Tropical Dungarees are prescribed for E-6 and below.  Summer and Tropical Whites are optional for all hands.)

In addition to a full seabag, it is suggested that personnel bring the following items:

Men:  7 sets of undershirts/underwear



   4 to 5 sets of dungarees



   extra ribbons, stripes, and insignia

Women:  Sufficient undergarments



    4 to 5 sets of dungarees



    extra ribbons, stripes, and insignia

(Personnel anticipating advancement/promotion during their tour should bring whatever uniform items they may need.)

Winter uniforms are suggested for all hands in the event of TAD or departure from the island to an area other than a tropical climate.

Civilian Clothes- Personnel are authorized and strongly suggested to bring civilian clothing for off duty times.  Shorts and t-shirts with sandals or sneakers are the most popular civilian attire.  Wash and wear variety is highly suggested.  You may also consider bringing at least one set of “dressier” clothing for the occasional special off duty event- -but do keep in mind there is no dry cleaning service on the island.
Items to Consider Bringing

Sports Equipment     -Bicycle with Helmet, Lights and Bell (Strongly suggested)

-Baseball Glove

-Snorkel, Mask & Fins

-Fishing Equipment (No spear guns or nets) (Excellent fishing)

-Bowling Ball

-Roller Skates/Blades

-Archery Equipment

-Golf Clubs (we have a driving range and 9-hole course)

Leisure Equipment   -Beach/Lounge Chairs

-Air Mattress

-Beach Blanket/Umbrella

-Radio/Tape/CD Player (Selection of Compact Discs and tapes are limited on the island)

-Hibachi/Outdoor Grill

Personal Items           -Preferred brands of hygiene goods

-Board and card games

-Personal Computer/Software

-Stereo/VCR Equipment/TV

-Reading Materials (begin a subscription to your favorite magazine(s) before you arrive)

-Laundry Soap

TRAVEL INFORMATION FOR PERSONNEL REPORTING

PCS TO DIEGO GARCIA FROM CONUS
ALTERNATE AERIAL PORT OF DEBARKATION (APOD) -Points of debarkation for the U.S. are Los Angeles (for commands west of the Mississippi) and Philadelphia (for commands east of the Mississippi).  If you are scheduled to leave from the opposite coast's point of debarkation (i.e. you are stationed in San Diego and your transfer packet has you flying out of Philadelphia), it is imperative that you talk to your local PSD about the situation.  You must be scheduled to leave from the same coast debarkation point or you will be in an overpaid status upon arrival at Diego Garcia. Diego is a unique travel destination and some commands in CONUS are not familiar with all the nuances of travel to and from Diego Garcia.  If possible, obtain a letter and a cost breakdown from your PSD explaining the reason for scheduling you through an alternative APOD.  Possession of this letter can help in resolving any travel overpayments.

POV TRAVEL -Single members may conduct POV travel if it is in conjunction with their orders to their respective APOD.  If an alternate APOD is justified, POV travel becomes personal convenience of the member and is reimbursable at the Government Transportation Request (GRT) rate.

LEAVE TRAVEL TO Home Of Record (HOR) -Single members are not reimbursed for travel to their HOR when detaching PCS to Diego Garcia.  Married members are reimbursed only if they move their household to their home-of-record or designated place of dependents.

DISLOCATION ALLOWANCE (DLA) -Single members are not authorized to draw DLA.  Married members may be authorized DLA only if they move their household. Diego Garcia has 100% on base housing with no off-base option.

TRAVEL-TIME DELAYS -Members frequently experience travel delays in Philadelphia, Singapore and Yokota.  East coast flights are scheduled to depart once a week out of Philadelphia.  Any delay will usually be in a block of seven days.  You must check in at the Navy Transportation Counter and with the billeting office at the nearest military installation to avoid being charged excess leave.  Per diem in Philadelphia is $123 (lodging $89, MIE $34).

West coast travel includes a scheduled overnight stay in Yokota, Japan.  Government quarters are deemed available at Yokota AFB while awaiting transportation.  If no government quarters are available, you must obtain a certificate of non-availability prior to staying in off base hotels in order to be reimbursed.  Per diem for Yokota is variable depending on the arrival/departure times of the flights.

West coast travel also includes the possibility of a delay in Singapore.  No government quarters are available and the current per diem rate is $203 (lodging $127, MIE$76).  The delay in Singapore is usually no longer than five days.

It is strongly recommended that you carry a minimum of $400 with you in traveler’s checks and have a credit card as a backup.

RECREATION SERVICES
1.  Gymnasium -The gym complex consists of an enclosed basketball court, combination basketball/volleyball court, nautilus fitness center, weight room, steamroom, male and female dressing rooms, six racquetball courts (eye protection required), and aerobics classes.  Racquetball courts, softball fields and tennis court reservations can be made by calling 370-2791 or signing up at the gym gear issue counter.

2.  Athletic Gear Issue -Located inside the gym, provides check-out services for athletic equipment and supplies.

3.  Juice Bar -Newly created and located at the gymnasium, the juice bar sells sodas and juices at reasonable prices.

4.  Outdoor Athletic Facilities -Located adjacent to the gym are six lighted tennis courts, three horseshoe pits, and two softball fields.  Volleyball court complexes are located at the Beach House, Short Pier and BOQ/BEQ areas.

5.  Fleet Recreation Area -Outdoor facilities located across the street from the Beach House are: -one lighted softball field

-one unlighted soccer field

-two lighted basketball courts

-two lighted volleyball courts

-two lighted tennis courts

6.  Swimming Pool- A twenty-five meter pool is located between the Main Outdoor Theater and the Turner Club.

7.  Bowling Center -A fully equipped four-lane bowling facility with a snack bar is located behind the Turner Club.  A nominal fee of 65 cents per game is charged, with a three-game limit.  Shoes can be rented for 25 cents (good for the 3 game limit).

8.  Movie Theaters

a.  Main Outdoor Theater -Located between the gym and the swimming pool. Movies shown daily at 2000 and 2200 plus 2400 on Friday and Saturday nights.

b.  BOQ 6 Lounge -One movie daily at 1930.

c.  CPO Club -Movies every Monday and Wednesday at 1930 and Saturday at 2100.

d.  Seabreeze Village -One movie daily Sunday thru Friday at 2000 and Saturday at 2000 and 2200.

e.  Party Room -One movie every Sunday at 1930.

9.  Gear Issue Rental –Located directly behind the Diego Depot.  Bikes, televisions, VCR’s, video cameras, microwave ovens and assorted picnic supplies are available for rent.

10.  Photo Mini Lab –Located in Bldg. 1673 at Cummins Mini-mall features photo developing and processing.  It includes self-service enlargement of photos to 8”x10” or 11”x14” sizes and color or black and white photo developing with the assistance of photo shop operator.

11.  Hobby Resale Shop –Located in Bldg. 1673 at Cummins Mini-mall.  Models, paints, leather kits, bike accessories, small tools and other miscellaneous hobby items are available for sale.

12.  Video Tape Rental Center –Located in Bldg. 1673 at Cummins Mini-mall, provides VHS video tapes and Nintendo games for rent.  Prices are $1.00 per tape for 24 hours and $2.00 for Nintendo games for one week.

13.  Marina –Located across from Splendidville.  The Marina rents power boats, sailboats, windsurfers, etc.  Fishing equipment and supplies are available.  The Marina has specially designed classes for patrons wishing to obtain proper certification to operate the specific watercraft.  Fishing within the lagoon is restricted to designated areas and the fishing area plan must be checked before departing the Marina.  The use of scuba diving equipment is prohibited.  Four deep sea fishing boats (Ocean Master) can be chartered for fishing trips through the Marina.

14.  Parks/Picnic/Beach Areas -The following recreational facilities are available on a first come- first serve reservation basis.

FACILITY




PATRON CAPACITY

Tropical Park





600

Fire House Park




150

Seabee Park





150

Short Pier





150

Ye Ole Swimming Hole



600

Beach House (w/snack bar, paddle boats,

150

snorkeling, rental gear, and picnic

accessories for sale )

15.  Library -The island library has two fu1l-time librarians on the staff.  The library has over 7,500 volumes of books, paperbacks, current periodicals and compact discs.  The library is open seven days a week.  With the exception of reference materials, all books are available for check out using standard library procedures.  The library also provides educational and recreational service materials to the island population.

16.  Golf Driving Range -Located in the Seabreeze Village, is 320 yards in length and 100 yards in width with six driving tees.  There is a charge of $1.00 per bucket of golf balls.  A 9-hole golf course is now in operation.  Archery is also available on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.

17.  Skeet Range -Located east of Bldg. 368, the range consists of a club house, an ammunition storage, two sets of skeet range machines and various shotguns.

18.  USO/DOD Shows -Posters and bulletins are displayed throughout the recreational facilities with information regarding each performance.

19.  Pack and Wrap Service -Located in Bldg. 1089, they are open Wednesday thru Monday, 0900-1300 and 1400-1800 and closed on Tuesdays.  They will pack items for postal shipment and gift-wrap presents at a minimum charge.

RECREATIONAL SERVICES INFORMATION SHEET

Whether you are reporting aboard on one of the island's various commands, here for temporary additional duty or are in transit to a ship, we hope you will enjoy your time on the "Footprint of Freedom ".  We ask for your cooperation and suggestions to make Diego Garcia a better place.

Living and working conditions on the island are excellent and we work hard to keep them that way.  Recreational opportunities are numerous, and the command is continually expanding facilities to make life even more comfortable.

It is the aim of this guide to provide you with an initial introduction to Diego Garcia and list specific items and information, which may make your stay here safe and more enjoyable.

The U.S. Navy Support Facility, Diego Garcia, Morale, Welfare and Recreation Department consists of the following activities:

* Recreation Services -provides a varied program of wholesome and constructive off-duty recreational activities for personnel which contributes to the mental, physical, social and educational enrichment of participants.

* Diego Depot -provides sale of canned goods, packaged non-alcoholic and alcoholic beverage products, and a variety of frozen food products to personnel.

* Consolidated Mess Open -provides a variety of entertainment, excellent menus and food services through MWR Clubs.

The Diego Garcia MWR operates under a Base Operating Support (BOS) Contract.  The majority of contacts in this information sheet are contractor personnel as they provide most of the support services.  You are encouraged to contact any of the managers to discuss any problems or special requests.  A government representative is assigned as the MWR Director (ATRCO, Annex 18).

CHECK CASHING
Is accepted at the Peacekeeper Inn daily from 0800-2200.  Authorized permanent party patrons are permitted personal check cashing privileges up to $100.00 per person per day (up to $500.00 at Community Bank) A maximum of $50.00 per person per day for transient personnel in paygrades E-7 and above and $25.00 maximum for transient personnel in paygrades E-6 and below is authorized.  This applies to personnel transiting through Diego Garcia for a period of less than six months.  All deployed squadrons and battalions are considered permanent party patrons.  All checks returned for non-sufficient funds will result in suspension of check cashing privileges for 90 days after the check has been paid.  A second check returned for non-sufficient funds revokes the check cashing privileges for the remainder of one's tour on Diego Garcia.

DIEGO DEPOT
The Diego Depot is located behind the Turner Club and offers a large selection of wine, liquor, beer, soda, snacks, grocery items and picnic supplies.

Bulk purchases for division parties require a memorandum signed by the division officer specifying the number of personnel attending and the type and quantity of beverages requested. Two days advance notice is required.

NO ALCOHOL SALES BEFORE 1100
Hours of Operation -0600 -2100 daily

BOQ/BEQ Delivery Service –1300-1800 daily with minimum purchase and service charge.

Last Call Order Hour -1745

For Service call- 370-2804

MWR FACILITIES

HOURS OF OPERATION

Location



Days




Time

a.  Base Gymnasium


Daily




Open 24 Hours

     Aerobics Class


Mon, Wed, Fri



0530 & 1715






Tue, Thu



1115 & 1715






Saturday



1200

     Martial Arts Class


Tue, Thu & Sat


1900-2100

b.  Beach House


Mon thru Fri



1200-1930






Sat, Sun and Holidays


0800-1930

c.  Bowling Center


Mon thru Thurs


1400-2400






Fri




1400-0200






Sat




1000-0200






Sun and Holidays


1000-2400

d.  Bicycle Repair Shop

Tue thru Sun



1100-1900






Mon




Closed

e.  Gear Issue Rental


Daily




0700-1900

f.  Golf Driving Range

Mon, Wed, Fri



1600-1900






Sun and Holidays


1400-1900

     Archery Range


Tue and Thurs



1600-1900






Sat




1400-1900

g.  Hobby Shop


Mon thru Fri



1200-2000






Sat and Sun



1000-2000

h.  Library



Daily




0900-2200

i.  Marina



Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri


0900-1900






Sat, Sun and Holidays


0700-1900






Wed




Closed

j.  Pack and Wrap


Mon thru Sat



0900-1300











1400-1800






Sun




Closed
MWR FACILITIES

HOURS OF OPERATION

CONTINUED

k.  Photo Mini-Lab


Tue thru Fri



1500-2200






Sat and Sun



0900-2200






Mon




Closed

l.  Skeet Range


Fri thru Wed



1100-1900






Thu




Closed

m.  Swimming Pool


Daily




0530-2200

n.  Theaters

     Main Outdoor Theater

Sun and Thurs 


2000-2400

     and Snack Bar


Fri and Sat



2000-0200

     Seabreeze Village


Sun thru Fri



2000






Sat




2000 & 2200






Sun




0600-0100

     BOQ 6



Daily




1930

     CPO Club



Mon and Wed



1930






Sat




2100

     Party Room


Sun




1930

o.  Video Tape Rental


Mon thru Fri



1200-2000






Sat and Sun



1000-2000

p.  Restaurant, Fast Food and Snack Bars

     Peacekeeper Inn


Daily




Open 24 Hours

     (Table Service)

     Diego Burger II


Sun thru Fri



1100-0200






Sat




1100-0300

      Passenger Terminal

Mon thru Sat



0600-2400

      Snack Bar






Sun




0600-0100

q.  Clubs

     61 Club (Bar Service)

Mon thru Thurs


1700-2300






Fri




1630-0200






Sat




1230-0200






Sun and Holidays


1230-2300






Sun (Bingo)



1500-1700

MWR FACILITIES

HOURS OF OPERATION

CONTINUED

     Gaming Devices


Mon thru Thurs


1100-2300






Fri




1100-0200





Sat




0800-0200






Sun and Holiday Eve


0800-2300

     Halftime Sports Bar

Sun thru Thurs and Holidays

1700-2300






Fri




1630-0200






Sat




1700-0200

     Officer’s Club

(1) Dining


Mon thru Sat



1100-1330






Sun




0900-1330

(2) Beverage Service

Mon thru Sat



1100-1300






Fri




1630-0100






Sat and Sun



1230-2400






Holidays



1130-2300

(3) Beverage (Bar) Service
Mon thru Sat



1700-2300






Fri




1630-0100






Sat and Sun



1230-2400






Holidays



1130-2300

Chief Petty Officer’s Club

(1) Fast Food Service

Mon thru Thurs


1700-2300






Fri




1600-2300






Sat and Sun



1230-2300






Holidays



1130-2300

(2) Beverage Bar Service
Mon thru Thurs


1700-2300






Fri




1600-0100






Sat and Sun



1230-0100






Holidays



1130-2300

(3) Home Delivery Service
Mon thru Fri



1900-0100






Sat and Sun



1500-0100

(4) Sunday Brunch

Sun




0900-1230

* NOTE: CLUBS REMAIN OPEN UNTIL 0100 ON HOLIDAY EVES
KEY PERSONNEL AND FACILITY DSN PHONE NUMBERS

Personnel Support Director





370-2974/2975

Recreation Services Manager





370-2780

Recreation Services Supervisor




370-2790

Marina/Resale Manager





370-2790

Marina Supervisor






370-2785

Clubs Manager






370-4738

Assistant Clubs Manager





370-2821

NAF Accounting Manager





370-2782

Central Cashier






370-2827

Diego Depot Supervisor





370-2805

Diego Burger Manager





370-2816

Officer’s Club Manager





370-2813

CPO Club Manager






370-2811

Expat Club Manager






370-2895

Base Gymnasium






370-2791

Beach House







370-2784

Bowling Center






370-2805

Electronics Technician





370-2783

Gear Issue







370-2786

Hobby Shop







370-2783

Library








370-2983

Main Outdoor Theater






370-2808

Mini-Photo Lab Operator





370-2781

Pack and Wrap






370-2992

Skeet Range







370-2788

Swimming Pool






370-2808

T-shirt Shop







370-4778

Video Rental







370-2753

Picnic Areas Reservation





370-2779

DOD/USO Show Information





370-2780

Sea Ox/Wellcraft Reservation





370-2785

MWR Office (ATRCO, Annex 18)




370-4404

WORDS OF CAUTION
JOGGING
Joggers running along DG-l, our only "highway", will use the walking/jogging trail.  For your protection, when jogging between sunset and sunrise, follow these rules: wear light colored clothing; always wear reflective rope on your front and back; use the jogging trail; and yield the right of way to moving vehicles at all intersections.  Use of "Walkman-type" personal listening devices is prohibited for pedestrians, joggers and cyclists.  There are miles of jogging trails available on Diego Garcia including jungle trails and an asphalt walking/jogging path paralleling DG-l.

BIKE SAFETY
When bicycling on the island, you must wear a approved bike helmet when riding in certain areas.  You must have a helmet when riding on DG- 2, and on DG-l when riding past the airport. Also, when riding at night, you must have working front and rear lights on at all times.

WATER SAEETY

Swimming, snorkeling, sailing and windsurfing in the lagoon all involve possible contact with hostile and potentially deadly marine life.

The seawasp (a form of jellyfish), cone shells and sea snakes are potentially deadly and inhabit the waters around Diego Garcia.  Instantaneous, persistent pain results from the slightest contact with the seawasps.  Sea snake bites and cone shell stings may be fatal.  In addition, contact with the dorsal spines on stonefish or the lionfish will cause excruciating pain and possible death. Lionfish have also been known to attack when in the presence of swimmers.

Sharks, moray eels, stingrays and barracudas wander in the lagoon and the surrounding reefs and should be given a wide berth.  The best shark protection is never swim alone, always be alert and ready to calmly leave the water should your swimming party be joined by a shark.

When snorkeling or swimming around coral growths, never reach into holes in coral heads; these are potential moray eel homes.  Morays don't like to be disturbed.  Barracudas will usually not attack swimmers but are attracted to shiny objects such as metal pressure bands on diving masks, watches and rings.  Barracudas have been known to attack these.  Also, when snorkeling around coral heads, be sure to wear gloves (fire coral is not uncommon in our waters and causes severe pain if accidentally touched).

In addition to these general safety procedures, all incoming personnel are reminded that swimming is only allowed on the lagoon side of the island.  NO SWIMMING IS ALLOWED ON THE OCEAN SIDE OF DIEGO GARCIA.
WORDS OF CAUTION
The coral on Diego Garcia is sharp and cuts are painful and must be medically cleaned to ensure all coral is removed from the wound.  Severe and dangerous infection may result from improperly cleaned coral cuts.

Listing these examples of potential dangers from poisonous and otherwise deadly sea life is not intended to discourage you from water sports.  On the contrary, many people on Diego Garcia enjoy days of fun and exercise in and around the waters here.  They do so because they are aware of potential hazards.  So, enjoy the waters of this lovely island, just be aware.

SUNBATHING
Some of the world's best tans reside on Diego Garcia.  Because of our location about seven degrees south of the equator, extreme caution must be taken to prevent sunburn when you first arrive or if you are prone to sunburn.  As a general rule, do not stay out in the sun for more than 15-30 minutes at a time until you have adapted to the direct glare of our Torrid Zone sun.  Also, use liberal amounts of sun protection (a bottle of sunscreen is recommended as part of your travel gear to the island).

SCUBA DIVING AND SPEAR FISHING
Scuba diving and spear fishing are prohibited in the waters of Diego Garcia.  Snorkeling is permitted and offers an excellent way to see the fabulous marine life and beautiful coral formations in the lagoon.  Due to prevailing winds disturbing the water from June through September, snorkeling is usually best from October through May.  There are over 700 varieties of fish in our water.  If you did not bring fins, mask and snorkel, they may be checked-out at the Beach House.

PRESERVATION OF WILDLIFE
Coconut crabs, chickens and their chicks, all other birds, cat, and donkeys are protected. Preservation of all wildlife on the island is important.  Understand that British law protects all wildlife on Diego Garcia.  Any detected harm, mistreatment or harassment of any of the island's animals will result in punitive action.

RESTRICTED ZONE
The eastern half of the island is off-limits.  No personnel are permitted past the "British Gate" without a pass from the British Representative.  This side of the island is a controlled area with no construction sites.  It remains much as it was in the late 1800s and early 1900s.  The remains of what once was a thriving coconut plantation are located on the East side of the island at East Point. The British Representative issues a limited number of passes to visit and explore the plantation ruins on weekends.

LAST WORD

We support the Sailor, Marine, Airman, Soldier and Civilians on the island.  That is a challenging job, which also provides a prime opportunity for personal and professional growth. Thanks for joining us and welcome aboard!  Wherever you are coming from and regardless of how long you will be with us, you have gotten an excellent assignment.  Rarely, if ever, would you have the recreational facilities and programs available here.  We look forward to serving with you and plan to help make this your best assignment.







